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The National Bureau of Economic Research decl ar
in February 2020, rmamlgiersg tpleeg i ordd odifhetspansi on i
expansion followed the Gre&@tdlO®ecesuasidomwn(t e ane wh e
considered to be the worst since tWdeGreat Depr
unemployment rate rose quickly in March 2020, a
previous peaks observed durT migs armdsmgpuisaty nefntter t
was caaBednpyecedented | ossJenfuary 12020 |lamda Aprbi

Many indietitduladabor foroaed byeAphki $apaoni 6odor ca
particiydetciltbmeaal evel not seen since the early

This deterioratiomoirm etshWimtnidie®las/ | alm@amnyd anteeed k edt ay

ahome orders implemented in respofrls9e tpa ntdleemi Cor
and ot hewr epaneemifact or s 4Q&tf dteecst i anrgd Ul. dSc a ldietnmaensd .i |
t heoga¢eos mitigaf@\lt-D®f reske ¢ laavrpesedn dembyg ©Wheease

Worl d Health Organi%ation on March 11, 2020.

This repotrite ddtsatues soefs tulsd nlg. S.a Blaa @ mod rhkeatb or

StatistictshneBd ®ary Thelurrcrezgn tid rded itome SEhevegcalCPS) ,
Area Unempl oyment St,atainsdt itchse (CwAUSe)n tp rEaprl am ment
progradm addition to thelsuskHBelneratedDns aalCavteaest
sectiaoamere werechaldlden ge® act adla% dp abnyd étrthiec QGVd D

ACOVIID® P anRleelmaitce d ©Osadat il sTshiee spandemic |l ed to | ow
rates by businesses and househol ds, and BLS det
that |éke$yi mamtded unempl oy’hearbtore drolryc ei np atrhtei criepca
were not affected by this categorization error
depressed PRepemtsley,r aBlLess.i dentifiedtadaémar or in

1 The National Bureau of Economic Research;Isgps://mww.nber.orgycles.htmlifor their historical series of
expansions and contractions. For more on their process for determining expansions and contractions, see
https://mmww.nber.orglyclesfecessionsfag.html#:~:text=
What%20is%20an%20expansion%3F,more%20than%?20a%?2 0fewd2 Osndietkt=
Expansion%20is%20the%20normal%20state,economy%3B%20most%20recessions%20are%20brief

2The Great Recession was a particularly long recession, characterized by a steady and large increase in unemployment
and unprecedented decreases in labor foacBgpation.The unemployment rates observed during the Great

Recession, however, nevergassed those of the early 1$8Bor more on labor force metrics during the Great

Recession se€ERS Report R4533Qabor Market Patterns Since 2003y Sarah A. Donovan and Marc Labonte

3 Defined as the percentage of personsin the overall adult population who either have a job or are looking for a job.

4 SeeCRS Insight IN11388C0OVID-19: U.S. Economic Effe¢tsy Rena S. Miller and Marc Labonte

5For a list of statdevel stayat-home orders and estimates of the impact of these orders on risk mitigation, see Amanda
Moreland, Christine Herlihy, and Michael Ayfan et al.Timing of State and Territorial COVH29 Stayat-Home

Orders and Changes in Population Movem&enters for Disease Control, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

Vol. 69 No. 35, Washington, DC, September 4, 2020, pp. 113&3,https://mww.cdc.govhmwriolumesb 9/
mm6935a2.htm® cid-mm6935a2_w

6 World Health OrganizatiorGoronavirus Disease 2019 (COMIO), Situation Report 51, March 11, 2020, p. 1
https:/mww.who.intdocstlefault source¢oronavirusedituationreports20200311sitrep51-covid-19.pdf

7 SeeCRS Insight IN11456C0VID-19: Measuring Unemploymertty Lida R. Weinstock

8 For BLS impact summaries of COVHD9 on these measures, $eeps://mw.bls.gowovidl9kffectsof-covid-19-
pandemieandresponseon-the-employmentsituationnewsrelease.htm
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t heemar | .1970

Nonfarm payrolls shed 22.1 million jobs betw
In Mar c,hg g2r0e2gipt ey ement8 me mbhi oedj obs below its
recebksveln.

sing system wherein some bu
s of this error are yet to
e

=

4020wid4 0l OxO0O0aOl OUwWwlEUI ow' DBUUC
Prior recessiebpop gtryapdiutabtlrlya sdieng economic distr e:
recession was chYsgpandegmitdhe WIOVED was an abrupt
the economy. Ther paindleyni icmp leegdnudni teel oemft facrtt sa mom g
indivamndamany shutdown orders. Therefore, the 1t
current recession differ)LIXRha ¢ hoslesenmvedidur irre
recessions rose relatively gradually over the ¢

The current recession exhibituence mpn ouanpend(cledd.ednt e
percentage pointd) 20R®Ml & wibln,g atkjye troatAprdec!l i ned
percentage po0h@dsgroPpmadfpt emporarily furloughed
wor k. Despite these rapirde degionlsien ey a(6.@8de | evempl o
compar ed 20 2bheethravraer Yof wortkaexs |ldmefdursliowcgeh peakir
2020hil e the share of pastmaackinlty?gilddodadbdd. wor ke
economic projections have gencemrhal tiICo nignrpersosvieodn asl i

Budget Offiapreoj(eCB@dmplhoaytme nt % rwvaitlels poevresri st over
t wye adt s .

9 For a @scription of this error, seetps://www.bls.gowteshotices?021tessamplerotation-issuecauseeby-
pandemierelated-challengedo-enroliment.htm

10 Throughout this reporpeakrefers to the highest level of unemployment between January@d@arch 2021 It
does not account for months outside this range.

11 For information on the differences between the congreasiesponse to the current recession comparedto the
congressional response during the Great Recession in the Unemployment Insurance sy€iR& Regeort R46472,
Comparing the Congressional Response @mneat Recession and the COVID-Related Recession: Unemployment
Insurance (Ul) Provisionsby Katelin P. Isaacs and Julie M. Whittaker

12 CRsS analysis of BLS datahich can be found atttps://mww.bls.gowtebappdegacytpsatabll.htmWorkers on
temporary layoff declineftom 18.0 million in April 2020 to 2 million in March2021 as the number of permanent
job losers increased from 2.0 million in April 20203 @ million in March2021.

13 Seehttps://mww.cbo.godboutproductshudgeteconomiedata#4f o r  C B-@e@rsscorofic projections of
unemployment rates, as of February 2021.
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Figure 1.Historical Unemployment Rate
Seasonally adjusted monthly data from January 1948 to Magdh 20
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Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series drttps://www.bls.godatal

Note : Shaded regions indicate recessionary periods as identified by the National Bureau of Economic Research.

The unempl®ymedivatriaggial de2ORPOemaynbavApbieln aide
passed in response to boNAt adlleygrecsess iaen pasd etdh
rounds of stimulesx pamaelds nfuam i ft & dhalnidesse,nat avpde ¢

increases in reewhindlabdretmaat cseldedsl e to be di:
These provifsaimnddésiprmtsradaaemiorsceomvmia:rhd maye taken e
have increased consumer spending, enabling busi
study from NBER found that higher replacement r
spendCommgress also enacted the Paycheck Protect
can be fully forgiven if the mé&jority of funds
Additionally, Congress expanded Unemployment 1| n
Iehgbf c®vteirsagpeal icy could directly increase t he
research has shown Ul extensions can increase t

14 For more informationseeCRS Insight IN11605COVID-19 and Direct Payments: Comparison of First and Second
BRXQG RI 36WLPXOXV &KHFNV" WR WKH 7KLUG 5RXQG LQ WKK)$HyHULFDQ 5HVFXH
MargotL. CrandaltHollick.

15 For more information, s€BRS Report R46681JSDA Nutrition Assistance Programs: Response to the CE\ID
Pandemicby Randy Alison Aussenberg and Kara Clifford Billings

16 For mae information, se€RS Report R46680he American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA; P.L-4)t Title
IX, Subtitle & Tax Provisions Related to Promoting Economic SecumtyMolly F. Sherlock, Margot L. @ndalt
Hollick, and Jane G. Gravelle

17Miguel G. Casado, Britta Glennon, and Julia Lane, eThk, Effect of Fiscal Stimulus: Evidence from CONI®)
NBER, Working Paper 27576, Cambridge, MA, August 20#0ps://www.nber.orglapershi27576

For more on thistopic and theories of recessionary policy, alS6R8eReport R4646@iscal Policy and Recovery
from the COVID19 Recessiorby Jane G. Gravaland Donald J. Marples

18 For more information, se@RS Report R4639BBA Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan Forgiveness: In
Brief, by Robert Jay Dilger and Sean Lowry

19 For more information, &CRS Report R4668 Gurrent Status of Unemployment Insurance (Ul) Benefits:
PermanemLaw Programs and COVIE19 Pandemic Respondsy Julie M. Whittaker and Katelin P. Isaacs
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small segment of 2°A nreentpe oty epda pveorr keexrasmiomfiJrug ydat a f
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have insulated the | abor market from further de
These ( prodictikesr mayn amp keto armsteiecntt esde v dhscavi e weary s ;
the causal impact of policy choices on the unem
"OOxEUDPOT wOT T wa&UIT EVwil Il BNWUPBOWEHEMUT |
During the Great Recessiongm.td & nurmemnelmbyeme i2t0 0r7a
start of the recession) to 9. 5%JXyWHBAene 2009 (t
unempl oyemereta kre@tiant OlcOt ober 2009, four months af
concluded. I n the current recession, the unempl
20200 4. 4% i naiMd rpeadteekia@ @Y B% oifn 2A0p2r0i St Tt et h e
unempl oyvfheht Wt Mar 2®21The peak repr esocewers t he qu
mont h i ndueeeampel dyyment rate and the highest over.
CPS data started?2®eing collected in 1948.
Figure 2.U.S. Unemployment Rate
Seasonally adjusted monthly data from November 2004 to March 2021
16%
April 2020 §
Peak: 14.8%
(0]
T 12%
o June 2009 @
S Great Recession ends
£
%i 8% ®October 2009
g Peak: 10.0% March 2021
5 Rate of 6.0%
4%
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Great Recession begins COVID-19 Recession begins
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Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

20 The study cited here shed that Ul extensions during Great Recession increased the unemployment rate of 0.4
percentage points. Henry S. Farber and Robert G. ValBtt&xtended Unemployment Benefits Lengthen
Unemployment Spells? Evidence from Recent Cycles in the U.S. Lal@tNNBER, Working Paper 19048,
Cambridge, MA, May 201 3ttps:/mww.nber.orggapersi19048

21 peter Ganong et alSpending and Job Search Impacts of Expanded Unemployment Benefits: Evidence from
Admingtrative Micro Data Becker Friedman Institute, Working Paper No. 2431 Chicago, IL, February 2021,
https://bfi.uchicago.edup-contentliploads202102BFI_WP_2®1-19.pdf

22 There are many differencesin labor force statistics observed during the Great Recession, its aftermath, andthe

COVID-19 recession. For more on this and for information on labor market patterns since 2@RS JReport
R45330Labor Market Patterns Since 2000y Sarah A. Donovan and Marc Labonte
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2Gui do Matias Cor t erbeHeterdgerfedus Lator Markat Isnpactsoé the Gig@idP andemic o
Upjohn Institute May 2020; and Rober t -1B aniSmdll BusinessfOWnere: EVidenreaaf t of Covid
Early-St age Losses from the Apr i | ERWa&KngRaper Ne 27809,Bung2020at i on Sur v
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19 Case Rates and School Closures in the U.S. egtall, NBER Wor kin
ifiLabor Demand i n-1t9h e EWViinde nafe GOWInMD Vacancy Postings and Ul
No. 27061, April 2020.
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Figure 3. Monthly State Unemployment Rate
Non-seasonally adjusted monthly data, January 20E6louary2021
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Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: The National Bureau of Economic Research identified February of 2020 as the first month of the current
recession. The montover-month changesare point estimates and have not been tested for significance. The
data forMarchandApril 2021 have not been released as of the cover date of this report.

The unemployment rateilin2mdB8tasd ah ase bygrieuradreydd € a |
2021shaet es Withptllm@/mleinghl-drasa/\tteQEiZ%)M/eawe\(o8r.k9%)

California (8.5%) ,an@omMreeatdiac atnd( &NeWwhgMexti atoeg bot
with the | owest HRebern2p@ 2y 8@®ot hr Baket an(2. 9%), Ut
Nebraska (3.1%), Vermont (3.1%), and Kansas (3.

-

401 Ox O0G Wl B2 I UAMIE G Wu
JLIXWH spl ays tskbeudmdmamigey meant rates from January

the receshBi2a®2torManemphogmedefine the unemplo
individuals whose |l ast job was in a particular
di spar atedblyy tihmep accetc essi on, althougWi theudata ar e
seasonal adjustment $ hei texitendiefinfol ovthinemt ot denesm
related to the recession or to seas)dlm)aUlHtrends.
with some caution as this report does ot test
Wor kers whose |l ast |job seacdxpne rtiheen cleed sau rhei gahnedr hp
unelmpyment (39.3% in April 2020) than did wor kel
ot lseerc;t arh ey aslescoh hhdahde stth eune mMa o g Gig1BQ%) r. at e i n
However, elevated nootemptosgpiepoos agpiens g ainre
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ighegi5raaneepn woalkler s exz¢ndlses Mebo®@®28ht es were amoni
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28 These data are not seasonally adjusted and do not account for the likely seasonal variation in employmentwithin the
educationand healtlservices sector.

%Al exander Bveastringkhe lor maiket at théonset of the CQUIB ¢ rNBERi Vorking Paper
No.27613July 2020and Gui do Mat i as Co TheeéleteregendoustEdabor MarkeHmpadsotthee , A
Covidl9Pandemicd6 Upjohn I nstitute Working Paper, May 2020.
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Figure 4. Unemployment Rates by Sector
Non-seasonally adjusted monthly data, January 2020 to March 2021
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20% 17.1% in April 2020

10% 6.7%

Janl '20 Marl '21

Source: Created by CRS using data from tBereau ofLabor Statistics (BLSExtracted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: Statistical significance is not calculated for these trends and it is unclear how dependent these trends are
on regular seasonal variatioSectorsare defined by the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
and can be found dtttps://www.bls.govdgtgsiag_index_naics.htmThe figure shows unemployment rates for

wage and salary workers.
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Figure 5. Monthly Unemployment Rates for Part - and Full -Time Workers

Seasonally adjusted monthly data, January 2020 to March 2021
Part-Time Workers Full-Time Workers

25% Peak: 24.5%
L 20%
©
o
E  15% ePeak: 12.8%
£
E Current: 5.8% e
S 10% .
£
2
D 0,

5% Current: 6.1% e

o Pre-recession: 4.1% @ Pre-recession: 3.5%
Janl '20 Mar' 21 Jan' '20 Marl ‘21

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Note : Both groups experienced their peak unemployment rate in April 2020.
401 Ox00aldl OUwlEUTI UwEa w21 RWEOEwW 11
As sededaXywnempl oyment rates tended taondi mcerreeas e
higher for women Beda wley ni r-Fethbiraularr 0 @aghdi Ahe r ate f

agesl9ld ncr edpseerdc ebrnyt a2gbe3opoi nt sonhbr a6t , the rates
same age ilhh.pZezzzad alp22%poBnhesetbhBnyourhgergap bet

30 The number of workers working patime for economic reasofirscreased from 4.4 million in February 20805.8
million in March2021 ona seasonalladjusted basis. Sdetps://mww.bls.gowtebempsittpseea07.htm

31 Seehttps:/iwww.bls.gowiews.releasempsit.t15.htnior U-6 unemployment rates.-8 is a measure of the total
unemployed, plus all persons marginally attachedto the labor force, plus total employed part time for economic
reasons, as a percentage of theliaimilabor force plus all persons marginally attachedto the labor force. For more on
this measure, s€e€RS In Focus IF10443ntroduction to U.S. Economy: Unemploymedyt Lida R. Weinstock
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Figure 6. Monthly Unemployment Rates by Sex and Age
Seasonally adjusted monthly data, January 2020 to Nagh

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Note : Every group experienced their peainemployment rate in April 2020, except for 1&® 19-yearold men,
who experienced their peak rate in May 2020.

401 Ox00aOl OUwW1IEUl UWEAWLEEPEOQwW&UOUx wEC
As sededaXUtthhe unemployment r at eXl3wdrmokermBs ackecr Aased
sharply in ear/l 2020. But whereas the unempl oy
2020t he ratesfia BbobadklrandoAt i2n0u2é0d et Mar cse20Bdo
rates for Black (9.6%), Asian (6.0%), and White

32 Asian, Black, and White are the three racial categories used in BLS, Table A2: Employment status of the civilian
population by race, sex, and age. &¢ps://www.bls.gowiews.releasempst.t02.htm
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respective rates in January 2020. The rate for
simeaking in May 2020, compared to a decline of
8.7 percentage points for White workers across

Figure 7. Unemployment Rates by Racial Group
Seasonally adjusted monthly da@anuary 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series drttps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: Black and Asian workers experienced their peak unemployment rate in May 2020. White workers peak
rate occurred in April 2020.

People of any race can idddnsipfanias imeitrhge «iPtShe A
JLIXUHIi spanic workers, |likentBiacé& tamdeXApéenanewoe k
unempl oy memtMarade-sz2@zZbnallyemdj agmemer ranesd e

by Hispanic -Hi8s.p2ad)i ca n(ds .n7m%)g hvetr h B dhhmnewpeei enced |
the recession. While unemployment remains el eva

much | ower than the peakmpelxohyinbeintte dr aitne Afpari | Hi 2s0p2a
rapidly increased by 13.7 percentage-points to
Hi spanic workers the unemployment rate increase
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Figure 8. Monthly Unemployment Ra tes by Hispanic Origin
Non-seasonally adjusted monthly data, January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series drttps://www.bls.godatal

Note: Statistical significance is not calculated for these treand it is unclear how dependent these trends are
on regular seasonal variation.

/
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March 2021 rate (3.7%) among all education | eve
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Figure 9. Monthly Unemployment Rates by Education
Seasonally adjusted data, January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Note : All groups experienced their peak unemployment réateApril 2020.
4020 w+E BIOUIEDBIEA EUDOOWL EUI 0w
" DU U OUWIEEEU
Whitllere unemplnoeyamssunhte rpateeval ence of uneimpl oyment
desot c onsstiafeat Hfdoel ab or tpealsfd.rogWVhlemmwk ikgyg téhort w

t he | abdoerc rfeoansei engu mber of persons who are either
wor k.pSuadhrespatitnedbmplboyment rat e, by definitio
group to examine whenCRev & lhuaasteibnegr elarbeomp If coyr ntceen t

participauromeratentextuadbgser vee mpl ely9mg nt he aC®
pandemibhe | abor force participation rate measur
people ages 16 haenrd loolodkeirn gwhfoo’tarworek,t or wor king.
Ovenuc ht hoef past two decades, hahse derberr.alfloyr cdee cplairn
Foll owing several years ofmintbOdse,s tl agbroorwtfho rtcher ou g
participation rathebi staritecdl twmeplhadeahApmi l 2000

decdlianmbeor f or c ed epcalfitntetdbpbhowong t hebeSrcecrad Recessi

33 For definitions of the labor force, labor force participation rate, unemploymentrate, and other relevant terms, see
https://mmww.bls.govgpstefinitions.htm#lfpr
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Bet ween February 2020 and April 2020, the labor
unprecedented decline of 3.1 percentage points
particatpeatparntirally recovered between May 2020
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Figure 10. Historical Labor Force Participation Rate
Seasonally adjusted montldgta for January 1948 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Note : Shaded regions indicate recessionary periods as identified by the National Bureau of Economic Research.
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over all rate recovered between May 2020 and Aug
participMarad2ti atleplenecsent age poriadessvideiedrowl @t s p

34 See MichakDotsey, Shigeru Fuiita, and Leena RudanWhere is Everybody? The Shrinking Labor Force
Participation RateFederal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, Economic Insights Vol 2. Issue 4, Philadelphia, PA, 2017,
pp. 1724, https:/mww.philadelphiafed.orgimediafrbp/asset®conomyarticlestconomieinsights201744/

eig417.pdf
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Figure 11.Labor Force Participation Rate During COVID  -19 Pandemic
Seasonally adjusted monthly data from January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series drttps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: LFPR= Labor Force Participation Rate; pptpercentage pointsChanges in LFPR since January 2020
have not been testefbr statistical significance.
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Figure 12. Labor Force Participation Rate by Age and Sex
Seasonally adjusted monthly data for Januarg 0Rlarch 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: LFPR= Labor Force Participation Rate; pptpercentage pointsChanges in LFPR since January 2020
have not been tested for statistical significance.
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Figure 13. Labor Force Participation Rate by Race
Seasonally adjusted monthly data from January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series drttps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: LFPR= Labor Force Participation Rate; pptpercentage pointsChanges in LFPR since January 2020
have not been tested for statistical significance.
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Figure 14.Labor Force Participation Rate by Hispanic Origin
Non-seasonally adjustedonthly data, January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal
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Notes: LFPR= Labor Force Participation Rate; pptpercentage pointsStatistical significance is not calculated
for these trends and it is unclear how dependent these trends are on regular seasonal vafitamges in LFPR
since January 2020 have not been tested for statistical significance.
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Figure 15. Labor Force Participation Rate by  Educational Attainment
Seasonally adjusted monthly data for January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: LFPR= Labor Force Participation Rate; pptpercentage pointsThese data reflect the civilian
population thatis 25 years and oldeChanges in LFPR since January 2020 have not been tested for statistical
significance.
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Figure 16.Change in Employment by Sector
Seasonally adjusted data fdarch 202] relative to January 2020

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: A dngle purple box reflects 10,000 jobs. Data tdarch DUH SUHOLPLQDU\ "2WKHU VHUYLFH\
aggregation of three sctors repair and maintenance, personal and laundry services, and membership
associations and organizations.
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35 Sectorsare defined by the NAIC@nd can be found &tttps:/www.bls.goviagtgsiag_index_naics.htm

36 For the pirpose of this visualization, CR&lected the six privatgectorsiith the largest (i.e., most negative)
average losses in seasdly adjusted nonfarm jobs from January 2020#arch 2021
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Figure 17.Job Loss During the COVID -19 Recession in the Private Sector
Seasonally adjusted monthly data for January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8acted using the Labor Force
Statistics data series dritps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: M = million. Data for FebruaryandMarch2021 are preliminaryChanges in employment since January
2020 have not been tested for statistical significance.
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Mar2®m2br three | evels of government employment
number of federal government job®O0ipobsased dur
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A Ot her ser v igreegatoh ofithsee subsBctoBpai and maintenance, personal and laundry services,
and membership associations and organizatiBertorsare defined by the North American Industry Classification
System (NAICS) and can be foundmdtps://mww.bls.goviAgtgsiag_index_naics.htm

38 This peak could be due to temporary emplogtifer those conducting activities related to the 2020 Decennial
Census.
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Mar2z®m21, state goverlngng8d aob ¢ loidptwso yJmeennuta rwa s2 0 2 0
empl oyment | evel

Figure 18.Job Loss During the COVID -19 Recession in the Public Sector
Seasonally adjusted monthly data for January 2020 to March 2021

Source: Created by CRS using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (Bk8xcted using the Labor Force
Statistics data siers onhttps://www.bls.godatal

Notes: M = million. Data for Februaryand March2021 are preliminaryChanges in employment since January
2020 have not been tested for statistical significance.
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39 |n addition to the CPS, LAUS uses the Current Employment Statistics survey, state Unemployment Insurance claims

counts, the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages program,anddat om t he Census Bureaudbds An
Community Survey and Population Estimates Progtemps://mwww.bls.goMaulaumthd.htm

“OFor further discussion of erroiron sefe tthe BEMREIowmehtt i todat
Technical Note abttps://mww.bls.gouwiews.releasempsit.tn.htmFor a description of LAUS estimation procedures,
seehttps://mww.bls.goMaulaumthd.htm

41 For more information, seetps://www.bls.govdpubhomtopiclerrormeasurements.htm

42 For more information, seetps:/Amw.bls.gowdpubhomtopic/sampling.htm

Congressional Research Service 21



Unemployment Rates During the COVID - 19 Pandemic

sources of error that are not due to sampling.
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LAUS was impacted by boehcahegbowzatsponsrer omte
connectionawdt.@E®ohnes iCdPeSr i ng t hat LAUS is depende
data sources that -Werien itnhpeaicrt eodwnb yr i@OMmI,D t he ne:!
on LAUS estim&tes is unknown.

43 See the FAQ BLS produced on this topic for more on the impact of CQ@DBn data collection by month at
https://Ammw.bls.gowovidl9home.htm

44 Seehttps:/mww.bls.gowtovidl9employmentsituationcovidl9-fagapril-2020.htm
45 3eeCRS Insight IN1456,COVID-19: Measuring Unemploymerty Lida R. Weinstock
46 Seehttps:/iwww.bls.gowovidl 9mploymentsituationcovidl 9-fagjanuary-2021.htm#ques3

47 Among other protocols, the Census Bureau monitored survey responses in August and marked those they felt could
be misclassified. These responseswere thavatuatedFor more on BLS and Census effortsto reduce the
misclassification, sebttps://www.bls.gowovid19employmentsituationcovidl9-fag-august2020.htritques9

48 For the BLS notice on this error, detps://mww.bls.goweshotices?021tessamplerotationissuecauseeby-
pandemierelatedchallengego-enroliment.htm

49 For more on the impacts of COVID9 on LAUS and its inputs, séetps:/mww.bls.gowtovidl9kffectsof-covid-
19-pandemieon-employmerdfandunemploymenstatistics.htm

Congressional Research Service 22



Unemployment Rates During the COVID - 19 Pandemic

&1 OTWEOEwW" EYI EQU
Ot her data considerations include the following

T /DFN RI VHDVRQDOOSPEGMEXWWHIGYGWDPust ed data ar e
for selected | abor force indicatrs to bette
Wit hout seassonalt adsjudsitfmenctul t to distingui sl
to the recession and seasonal trends. Wher e

repporresents unadlg umsdte daaoda@dwantt hfadr underl ying
variation.

f S5SHIHUHQRFH ZgleM® rchdt,a CPre collected for the cal
cont ai nimfg ttheCHB2ndtaht.a are collected for the
includitmg ttheThiidsntchould | ead to incongruity
|l abor force conditions owuvprpdi thepsasbser oéda
well as inconsistepncies bhetrwedardCBBS a

! &36 DQG X§B6P S OR\PHRPS WIDDVNEWODLWeé t he LAUS program
uses the same unemployment concepts as the C
LAUS estiama&t dased on multipledstoayces (incl.u
Consequently, CPS and LAUS estimates are not
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50see CPS and LAUS documentation for more on seasonal adjust nittypsitivww. bls.govipsseasonal
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